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March 2010
Dear Church:

Another year and another set of memories! Last year we lost approximately 37 people (30%) of our congregation to moving – one family of seven, another of six, etc.  We miss them and pray God's blessing on them. Though this could have brought discouragement,  it brought me great joy to see those who are called to Cornerstone go on with the ministry. Your giving of yourselves and your finances has been outstanding. As you will note from the treasurer's report, we did not drop in our tithes in spite of the smaller congregation. We continued to support our missionaries and gave large offerings for special needs: Teen Challenge, Haiti, Philippines.

We completed the course Experiencing God with the objective of discerning the work God has purposed for us.  Approximately 30 people attended. In this course, we learned to discern the Seven Realities of Experiencing God: 1) God is always at work around you. 2) God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that is real and personal. 3) God invites you to become involved with Him in His work. 4) God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. 5) God's invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief that requires faith and action. 6) You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He is doing. And 7) You come to know God by experience as you obey Him and He accomplishes His work through you.  Let us not forget this process, nor lose track of what God is doing in and among us!

Following this course, we entered in to a study of prayer using a DVD series by Phil Yancey. This was followed in early 2010 with a 21-day fast to deepen our relationship with God. Since that time we have witnessed a genuine increase in God's presence. This has been noticed in increased numbers, our youth forming a youth worship team and another call to BattleCry.  Our biggest attendance was in early 2010 at the youth-led worship service!

We need to continue to grow spiritually as a church. As we grow individually, we will corporately deepen our relationship with God, and we will more clearly see the work He has purposed for Cornerstone.  My vision is that there will be those who will develop Spirit-filled passion for ministries. As they come forward, they will inspire others to join God's work and we will see miracles and enjoy the presence of God in our midst. This will draw others – seekers who need to know God's will and purpose in their lives. We will see fulfilled this promise from Ephesians 2:10  "For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do."
In His Service,

Pastor Jack 

Annual Meeting Agenda

March 20, 2010
1.
Open


Worship



Prayer

2.
Roll call – Establish a Quorum

4.
Minutes of Last Annual Meeting – Secretary

5.
Old Business

6.
Treasurer’s Financial Report
7.
New business

Election of Deacon


Pastor's Housing Allowance Statement
8.
Pastor’s Comments
9.
Reports – Annual Report
· Worship Ministry
· Hospitality Food Ministry
· Sunday School
· Missions
10. Questions/Discussion as Needed
Adjourn
Annual Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2009

Fellowship and dinner began at 5:30 PM. The meeting was called to order by Pastor Jack Briggs at 6:25. Pastor Ken Villaluz led us in worship. Attendance to establish a quorum revealed 26 members were present and the meeting could proceed.  The minutes were read by Marti Briggs. Michele San Jose moved to accept the minutes. Dottie Ericson seconded the motion. All approved.

Old Business:

· Pastor explained that the amount set aside for his housing allowance is a maximum and exceeds the amount he actually receives.

· While we do not have an active building committee, we do not plan to be renters forever and still desire to have our own church building.

Treasurer’s Report

Rudy Dasalla presented the 2008 finances as well as a comparison to our 2007 finances. He also noted that our Coupon Bond is at present down to 9% of its value, bringing our total assets down to $32,289. This was discussed and we are advised that we still may recoup more when the bankruptcy and liquidation of Lehman Brothers takes place. The interest from the bond was reinvested into a CD at Needham Bank @ 3.5% interest. Total giving by Cornerstone was up in 2008, and pastor noted that we gave 14% of our income, and that God will bless a giving church. Details of the Financial Report have been added to the permanent record.  Janice Porter moved to approve the treasurer’s report. Ethel Levangie seconded the motion. All approved and Rudy was thanked for his faithful service.

Election of Officers:

Don Levangie was nominated many times and reelected unanimously to the office of Deacon for another three-year term. Don was thanked for his faithful service on the Board.

Pastor Jack’s Address:

Pastor opened the discussion by asking for memories of 2008. Carol Kuykendoll shared the miracle of God’s provision for delivering the shoeboxes to the receiving center, and the following events were mentioned as highlights for the year:

· Christmas Shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse

· Jordan & Roselle Gammad’s marriage (which was inadvertently not included in the statistics for 2008. The statistics have been corrected to reflect their marriage)

· The Christmas Cantata 

· The salvations in the Pag-Ibig Lifegroup, and

· Vacation Bible School

New Business:

· Pastor’s salary was designated as Housing Allowance up to $50,000 for 2009 and years following.

· Pastor presented our theme for 2009 which is Releasing the Power.  He encouraged us to “do things together” to release God’s power and that God will add to his Church. He reminded us that God’s resurrection power is in us and we must learn to trust God in all circumstances. He encouraged us to pray before church for a demonstration of God’s power in our services. Church should be a place of peace, and though we are weak, we live by God’s power. As His servants we already have all that we need to fulfill God’s purpose in us.

Ministries of the Church:

Each ministry of the church has a report included in the Annual Report. Opportunity was given for us to ask questions to ministry leaders. Pastor Jack thanked each ministry leader for their faithful service to Cornerstone. Ken commented that the worship team has begun meeting for prayer at 11:00 AM. Susan said that a communion class has been added in 2009. Lou Ann shared the progress of the young adult lifegroup and that there is regular attendance of 8-9. Carol Kuykendoll noted that our mission giving fell below our faith promises during the first quarter of 2009 but that “we will find a way. God does not change and does not run out of resources.”  Dottie Ericson added that Mary Conway shares the responsibility of the literature table on Sundays with Dottie. 

Carol Kuykendoll moved to close the meeting. Bal Formentera seconded the motion. All approved. The meeting was closed in prayer at 8:45PM.

Sincerely,

Marti Briggs

Secretary to the Board

Mission Statement:
To proclaim Jesus Christ through the Power of the Holy Spirit, baptizing and equipping His disciples from all Nations to fulfill their ministry throughout the world.
2009 Departments/Leaders
Senior Pastor
Rev. Jack L. Briggs

Assistant Pastor
Kenneth Villaluz

Board of Deacons
Susan Repotente


Donald Levangie


Ethel Levangie


Rudy Dasalla, Treasurer


Marti Briggs, Secretary

Office Administrator
Marti Briggs

Worship Team Leader
Kenneth Villaluz 

Choir Director
Bal Formentera
Sound Booth and Projection
Butch Homecillo


Gerry San Jose

John McGaw


Jordan Gammad


Malachi Villaluz

Tape Ministry
Donald Levangie 
Scripture Readers
Lily Gammad
Door Greeters
Dorothy Ericson


Mary Conway
Hospitality Ministry
Carmen Homecillo


Cynthia Villaluz
Sunday School
Susan Repotente

Youth Group
Ken Villaluz
Assistants
Lou Ann Balisi, Butch Homecillo
Missions
Carol Kuykendoll

Secretary’s Report - 2009
Members – End of 2008



Active Members
 49
Members Changes - 2009


New members
   5




Total 2009
 51


2009 Relocated Members
  (2)    (Juana Ibon, Nittaya Choeichuenklin)

2009 Inactive Members
  (1)
(Nilda Miranda)
2009 Deceased Members (Inactive)
   1    (Barbara Seymour)

Annual Meeting 2010 Membership
48     (Attendance for Quorum: 25)



Statistics - 2009
Salvations
  9
  
Water Baptisms
  9
Spirit Baptisms
  1
Baby Dedications
  1
Marriages
  0
Deaths

  1
2009 Average Attendance



Sunday 



    Adults
50

    Children
17


Total Average Attendance
67

Mid-Week Average
21 ~

Number of Lifegroups
N/A (Restructured in 2009)
	Comparison
	2009
	2008
	2007

	Members
	51
	46
	47

	Average Attendance
	67
	82
	83

	Average Children Attend.
	17
	22
	24

	Average Mid-week Attend.
	21
	33
	34

	Salvations
	08
	05
	06

	Baptisms
	09
	00
	08

	Blessing of Babies
	01
	03
	01

	Holy Spirit Baptisms
	01
	01
	04

	Number of Lifegroups
	N/A
	06
	06


Worship Team

Worship Leader:   
Kenneth Villaluz

Choir Director:  
Bal Formentera

Pianist: 
Marilyn Formentera

Bass:  
Rudy Dasalla; Jordan Gammad
Drums:
Jeremy Formentera; Bal Formentera, Malachi Villaluz
Guitar:  
Ken Villaluz; Gerry San Jose
Vocals: 
Ruby Villaluz, Odette & Jun Balisi, Aileen Balisi, Lou Ann Balisi, Percy Mejos, Butch Homecillo

1 Peter 1:7  "These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed."
Our desire to worship God Almighty during our worship and to enable the congregation to enter in to worship, no matter what circumstances we may be in. With God’s anointing we will break down the strongholds in our lives and release spiritual victory in our lifestyle, approving to the Lord. 
· Our emphasis this year was to meet in prayer as a team before worship, and to be accountable and committed to the Lord in this ministry.
· We again enjoyed a beautiful Christmas Cantata led by Bal Formentera. Some of us also continued the tradition of Christmas caroling to the elderly and to friends. 

· In 2010 we are developing the youth to have their own worship team. 
· We plan to have a once-a-month Bible Study, learning more about worship. 
· We also hope to attend a worship seminar as a team.

We pray for God's anointing and guidance as we rededicate ourselves to Him for His purpose.  Thank you to each member of the worship team and to the congregation for your prayers and support.
Ken Villaluz

Scripture Reading
Readers choose a reading from the Bible, usually from the Book of Psalms. They read the verse and give a short prayer in the opening of the service. I encourage the readers to also choose readings from other books of the Bible. There are approximately 15 people involved as readers.  
Welcoming the Spirit through the scriptures and prayers helps us set our focus on the Lord each week. Thank you to each one who has assisted.
Lily Gammad
Greeters
The greeters come early to greet people and distribute the weekly bulletin to members and visitors. They also arrange the materials on the round table in the vestibule. There are presently two regular greeters: Dottie Ericson and Mary Conway. Thank you Dottie and Mary for your faithfulness to this important  ministry.
Tape Ministry

I make duplicate tapes of sermons and distribute them to staff and workers, and anyone who requests one. See me or fill out a tape form available on the lobby table. Tapes can also be mailed upon request. The furthest mailed this year was to California. 
Tapes are provided free for those who are working downstairs during the sermon. A $1.00 is helpful from those who want to order copies of the sermons.

I want to thank the people who help record the sermons in the sound booth: Jordan Gammad, Butch Homecillo, John McGraw and Gerry San Jose.  

In 2010 we are finally going to switch to CD's of the sermon. The CD copier and supplies have been ordered!

Don Levangie

Hospitality Ministry

Our goal is to develop closeness, fellowship and love for one another. This includes preparation of simple snacks for the whole congregation to partake of after the service. We also serve dinner when we have guest speakers invited by the church. Everyone gets involved in providing food for these dinners.
The whole congregation also gets a special treat when one celebrates his or her birthday, providing a nice meal and cake for all.

If there are any who would like to help in this ministry, we welcome your participation in food preparation, serving the meals, and clean-up afterward. We would also welcome anyone who feels called to lead this ministry; we are willing to pass on the baton.  

A $1.00 weekly donation for each family is suggested and would provide funds for the after-service fellowship.
Carmen Homecillo

Cynthia Villaluz
Projection and Sound

Thank you so much Gerry San Jose, Butch Homecillo, Jordan Gammad, John McGaw and Malachi Villaluz for your vigilant attention to detail in the projection of the worship songs, the PowerPoint sermon, the wonderful blending of sound, and for recording the messages. Your behind-the-scenes ministry is a blessing to all of us. And thank you, Don, for your faithfulness to copying and distributing the messages.
Pastor Jack
Sunday School
Our classes included:

Nursery/Toddlers (Newborn to 2 yrs old)
                                             
Pre-school/Kindergarten (3-5 yrs old
                                             
Elementary (6-9 yrs old) 

                                             
Preteens (10-12 yrs old)

                                             
Middle School – High School (13-18 yrs old)

The Total Average Attendance:  18            

Maximum Attendance:     

25

Number of Teachers/Workers:
15
Students who Graduated High School in 2008:   2






Jeremy Formentera 

                                         

Cameron Gammad
Salvations in 2009:
  



    



Kyle Akia

Tim Orrall

     



Daniel Akia

Ryan Rafanan




     



Camille Akia

Alec Sugrue






Joyce Anglo

Michael Sugrue


     



Josh Bertumen



Overview of  Sunday School:

Each class followed a Bible-based curriculum using Young Explorers for Elementary and Gospel Light for Preschool and Preteens (Edge). In the first quarter, Communion classes were offered to help the children understand the significance of Communion. Leonor Repotente instructed the children. It was followed by water baptism classes and water baptism was celebrated on October 18, 2009. The third Sunday of the month continued to be our Missions' Sunday. We followed "Around the World", Volumes 9 & 10 curriculum.

Highlights of the Year:

Five pre-teens were water baptized. Vacation Bible School was offered in the summer. All classes were combined to have the children in VBS. Our Christmas Program was simple. The younger classes presented a poem, and the older kids presented a short skit. We held a Graduation Sunday for the students who graduated from High School (see above).

Plans for 2010:

We will continue to offer Communion and Water Baptism classes. We will also incorporate the VBS Program into Sunday School in the summer.

Susan Repotente
Mid-week Ministry

Our Lifegroups met for the first part of 2009. Then we combined on Wednesday evening at the church in order to take the Experiencing God class. After the completion of Experiencing God, we felt led to continue meeting together and we studied Prayer, Does It Make A Difference by Phil Yancey. We continue to meet on Wednesday evening at the church for prayer and Bible Study. The attendance varies from approximately 30 who took the Experiencing God course to around 15 on average.  We are seeking the Lord for the vision and direction of the ministry and for the needs of the people.
Pastor Jack
Youth Group

The youth group underwent some changes in 2009. Many of the youth began working and had schedule changes, and our meetings were less regular.  We enjoyed a great Fall Festival for the whole family, put together by Lou Ann Balisi. We also participated in the worship service and Christmas program.  
As the new year begins, we are once again planning to go to BattleCry in New York. We are also beginning to practice together for a youth worship team. And we are trusting the Lord for his direction and blessing as many of the younger students are becoming old enough for youth group. Please keep us in your prayers as we go forward.

Pastor Ken Villaluz

Sunrise Assisted Living Ministry

Cornerstone has been involved now for over four years in ministry to the elderly at Sunrise Assisted Living in Norwood.  Pastor Ken has been very faithful to this ministry since its inception. He alternates leading the group on Tuesday nights and also if I have to be away. The Filipino choir again sang for them at Christmas. This is a highlight for them.

Each week on Tuesday evening we have a regular Bible study. (The residents there call it Church.) This ministry has blessed all those who attend, and there is a regular average attendance of 16-20. We have also prayed for serious needs with some of the residents. The Bible study is open to all and we have many different religions represented – including Jewish and Catholic.

Thanks to all who have helped out with this ministry.  If any of you wish to be involved – just let me know!

Pastor Jack
Pag-ibig Group

The vision of the group is to continue in the journey of FAITH. This is the only lifeline to God which means absolute trust in Jesus – the reason why every believer endures. In Mark 11:22 Jesus answered, "...Have faith in God."  Each member is committed to grow to maturity through their passion in knowing the truth of God's Word, for "Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of Christ." (Rom. 10:17)

Our goal is to 1) reach out and minister, especially to the sick and emotionally stressed, 2) to share the Word of God to family members and friends, 3) to faithfully come to church on Sunday and seek God, 4) to worship and attend the Tagalog Bible Study, and 5) to learn to have a "quiet time" with God.  Our group wants to be involved in the Church campaign for more Church attendees on Sunday and other events. We also want to actively participate in church programs and activities, prayer meetings, Bible study and other training. Our group plans to assist in Church projects; i.e., missions, Operation Christmas Child, Baby Bottle donation, Christmas caroling and Church camping.

Among our highlights for 2009, there was one soul saved (Erlinda Benita), a visitor of the Dasalla's who attended church in March 2009. She received Jesus in our Bible Study. We gave her a Tagalog Bible. She had joy in her heart and told us she was so happy and thankful she is now saved. She went back to her employer with Jesus in her life. Praise God!
In our study we continued with hand-outs in Tagalog, completing the 8 lessons on Genuine Repentance. We also studied the Book of Acts, Chapter 1 & 2 (to be continued).  Five lessons on Experiencing God were completed with memory verses taken from the Tagalog Bible. We will complete the Experiencing God course after the members complete Christianity 101 with Pastor Jack.

We held 31 meetings and had one salvation. We continue with six active members and have one member who has transportation problems, but brings our group to 7 members. Three of our members assist in other ministries. Two members donate food and drinks for the Sunday fellowship. 

God be praised for these faithful members who are serving in faith and entrusting themselves to a faithful and loving God!


Prepared and submitted by:


Leonor R. Repotente

MISSIONS 2009
These are the missions/missionaries presently supported monthly by Cornerstone:
	Missionary/Mission
	Country
	Amount per Month

	Joel Charest
	Mozambique
	$150

	Edward Vergara
	Spain
	$150

	Andrew Cunningham
	Campus Ministry/Yale
	$ 50

	David Hymes
	Philippines
	$ 50

	Teen Challenge
	U.S.A.
	$ 75

	A Woman’s Concern
	U.S.A.
	$ 50

	Gregg Detwiler
	U.S.A./Internationals
	$100

	Kristine Villaluz
	Philippines
	$ 50

	New Missions/DeTellis
	Haiti
	$100

	Monthly Support Budget
	
	$775


	2009 Year’s Faith Promise Support Budget
	$  9,300

	2009 Faith Promise Support Received
	$  9,086


Praise God for the “faithfulness” of His people at Cornerstone in Faith Promise giving. The baby bottle drive was a great success with $384 given.  The Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child brought happiness and joy to children around the world – Praise God!  Our giving to the Philippines helped some of the “homeless” due to the flooding, and our giving to Haiti helped victims of the earthquake. Our ongoing support to our regular missionaries has enabled them to stay on their mission field to share Christ. “Thank You to all who have given and prayed to make all this possible!
Other highlights this year included our Missions Convention with Jeanne DeTellis, who, with her late husband George, founded NEW Missions in Haiti. We also had John Saenz, missionary to Myanmar and Thailand who blessed us with his vision and commitment.

We continue to proclaim: “Praise God for allowing us to serve Him in the area of Missions.”

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Kuykendoll

Memorandum from the Treasurer
March 20, 2010

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

As I complete my sixth year as the Church’s treasurer and member of the Board of Deacons, I continue to thank God for allowing me to serve Him in this capacity. I want to thank Butch Homecillo for helping us count the church collections every Sunday, making this much easier for me week-to-week. 

God has continued to bless our finances and meet all our financial needs this year. We thank God for blessing us and allowing us to reach out to others, even at a time of recession and unemployment which abounds in our Country at this time. God is faithful – Jehovah-Jireh, The Lord our Provider.
I pray that Cornerstone will continue to grow not only in numbers, but spiritually.  I also pray that we will see continued financial growth in 2010. In 2 Corinthians 9:6-7  we read, "Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." It's not the amount of money we give, nor the amount of money we earn – it's recognizing that God is the Giver of all we have and cheerfully offering back to Him that which He has provided for us!
As we cheerfully continue to give our tithes and offerings, we know that God will make His grace abound to us and that it will bear fruit in His Kingdom.
God Bless you all.

In His Name,

Rudy C. Dasalla

Treasurer
A Church That Cares…
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